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“Wag not Drag” gives smokers a new reason to quit
Cody Bloomsburg
Jayme Fraser
Montana Kaimin
At first blush, dead birds and cute
dogs have nothing to do with helping a
person stop smoking. But the people
behind “Wag not Drag” say they are using their pooches as a way to put another
straw on Joe Camel’s back.
Organized by the Health Enhancement
Office of the Curry Health Center, staffers brought their dogs out to the Oval from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Wednesday to draw
attention to the dangers of secondhand
smoke to pets in the hope that it would
give smokers another reason to quit.
Julee Stearns, a health promotion
specialist at Curry, said she and her colleagues realize loyal Fido’s lung tissue
probably isn’t a good enough reason for
most smokers to quit on its own, but it’s
a start.
“It probably isn’t going to be the only
reason, but it helps as they pile on there
because quitting is such a hard thing to
do,” Stearns said. “You need to have a really good reason, and usually it’s a combination of reasons.”
Stacking reasons is indeed the name
of the quitting game, Jennifer Hildebrand
said as she reached down to pet the shiny
black muzzle of her Newfoundland retriever, Captain.
Hildebrand also works for health
enhancement, and she said the dogs drew
people over all morning long, even in the
cold drizzle, and the attraction gave the
opportunity for staff to share information
and hand out “Quit Kits” to anyone who
wanted one.
The kits contained cinnamon chewing
gum and silly putty, as well as information
about nicotine replacement therapy, how
to quit cold turkey and a prescription that
blocks nicotine from reaching receptors in
the brain that can be purchased at a reduced cost through the Montana Tobacco
Quit Line.

Greg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin

Junior Morgan Zimmer holds Monte, a two year old Pomeranian, as he gets his nails painted Wednesday during Curry Health Center’s “Wag Not Drag”
event. Advocates of a tobacco-free campus were encouraging tobacco users to quit because of the health risks second-hand smoke places on their pets.
There are currently 172 tobacco-free and more than 300 smoke-free college campuses in the United States.

Cody Dewitt, a University of Montana
student who has cut down to three smokes
a day from a pack and a half, said the kits
work – especially the cinnamon gum and
other cinnamon flavored candy, because
something in the spice hits the same brain
receptors as nicotine. In his recent quest
to quit, he has been going through about a
pack of gum a day.
“I started smoking when I was in the
Marine Corps two years ago, and I’ve
been wanting to quit; I’ve tried quitting,”

Writer talks about saving the Yaak
Laura Lundquist
Montana Kaimin
You need to know only two
things about the Yaak Valley in
the northwest corner of Montana:
it’s wet and it’s indescribable.
Rick Bass, nature writer and
Yaak resident, gave that summation to the 60 people gathered in
the UC Theater Wednesday night
during a keynote address that
kicked off the 33rd Annual Public
Land Law Conference.
Conference organizers chose
wilderness as the conference
theme long before U.S. Senator
Jon Tester introduced his wilderness bill, otherwise known as the
Forest Jobs and Restoration Act,
which is progressing through
Congress. Bass congratulated the
organizers on the timeliness of
the issue.
But conference speeches aren’t
the only things that connect Bass
with Montana’s first wilderness
bill in 26 years. He is a member of
the Yaak Valley Forest Council,
which served as an intermediary

between opposing interests over
forest use. The council’s compromise was included in Tester’s bill.
“I’m going to do whatever it
takes to preserve the Yaak,” Bass
said.
A slight, middle-aged man
with round wire-rim glasses and
a short, sparse beard, Bass admitted that he doesn’t enjoy being
around people. But as long as he
could talk about preserving wild
places, and the Yaak in particular,
he could endure them.
“This year, more than ever,
I must acknowledge that they…
we… have some say in the matter
of what will be swept under and
erased from the face of the earth,
or protected forever,” said Bass,
reading from an essay he said he
finished minutes before the conference began.
Bass conveyed his love of the
Yaak through words and slides.
Many of the slides revealed a land
with lush wild vegetation, forests

See YAAK, page 6

Dewitt said. “I quit for about a month when
I was doing construction because I didn’t
really have an opportunity to smoke, but as
soon as I came here to start school again, I
started smoking. I was always trying.”
Dewitt said he had never thought about
the dangers of secondhand smoke to pets,
but said it would be on his mind after hearing some of the information about it: It’s
the leading cause of lung cancer in dogs,
a bird can only live for about six months
in a smoker’s home and it can cause renal

atrophy in rabbits.
Hildebrand said not only was “Wag not
Drag” banking on the power of puppy eyes
to bring people to the table, but also hoping
to target college-aged people because most
don’t have kids, but many do have pets.
“Most people will quit for loved ones,
children, things like that, but the majority of
college [students] don’t have children,” Hildebrand said. “They’re more likely to quit
for animals.”

cody.bloomsburg@umontana.edu
jayme.fraser@umontana.edu

ASUM supports wilderness bill
Jayme Fraser
Montana Kaimin
Students lined the wall Wednesday to speak in support of two
environmental resolutions before
ASUM, but after public comment,
the student senate delayed debate
on the issues for nearly three hours
because of disagreements about
travel funding requests.
Five hours into the meeting,
President Matt Fennell asked senators to move forward with the 18
requests to discuss the resolutions.
“We had a lot of students show
up to support these resolutions,”
Fennell said. “This has gone beyond absurd. We need to compromise now.”
His call was acknowledged and
the senate reached debate on the
two bills by 11:30 p.m.
The first resolution asked for
ASUM to support a federal bill
introduced by Sen. Jon Tester that
would create 670,000 acres of new

wilderness area in Montana.
“It’s setting a new trend in land
management,” said Zack Porter,
an intern for the Montana Wilderness Association, which supports
the bill.
Porter, a senior in geography,
said the bill addresses a gridlock
of public lands in Montana that
currently inhibit habitat restoration, responsible timber harvests
and access for recreational use.
A representative from Tester’s
Missoula office who helped develop the federal legislation had
to leave before she was asked to
speak about the bill because the
meeting was taking so long.
The resolution was passed
unanimously after a brief discussion about its relation to students.
Considered next was a resolution offered by the student group
UM Climate Action Now! asking
ASUM to encourage Montana
congressmen to pass climate-

conscious legislation before the
United Nation’s Climate Change
Conference in December to ensure
the United States’ role as a leader.
Owen Weber, the author of the
resolution, made a brief statement
during public comment but was
unable to stay for the senate’s debate, after which the resolution
was sent back to committee.
Many senators were hesitant
to write letters to Montana congressmen until the resolution was
rewritten to be more specific. The
bill was recommitted to allow for
revision.
“I have a real problem with this
resolution because it is incredibly
vague,” Fennell said. “You have
a lot of passion and a lot of ideas,
but if this is going to go through, it
needs some specificity.”
Porter, who also is a member
of Climate Action Now!, said that

See ASUM, page 6
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EDITORIAL

Laura Lundquist, News Editor

With Montana’s history
of getting shafted by mining companies, state leaders
should be wary of any new
mining proposals, which
may be why the State Land
Board took no action last
week on an Otter Creek
coal mining proposal.
That’s a good thing. The
proposed area contains petroglyphs and burial sites sacred
to the Northern Cheyenne
Tribe. It is environmentally
fragile, making reclamation
questionable. For these and
other reasons, the state should
reject coal mining when it
meets again in November and
find other ways to profit from
Otter Creek.

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Otter Creek should not be out of mind
The Otter Creek area of
southeast Montana is in the
Custer National Forest east
of the Tongue River, which
winds its way north to the
Yellowstone River. It is remote and sparsely populated,
which always plays to the
mining interests – few are
there to complain.
Except for the inhabitants of the nearby Northern
Cheyenne Indian Reservation.
Otto Braided Hair came
all the way from Lame Deer,
Mont., to help the University
of Montana student group
Climate Action Now! lead a
UM rally protesting an Otter Creek mine on Tuesday.
He desperately hoped to add
more voices to the tribe’s minority. If Otter Creek were in
Missoula’s Pattee Canyon,
incensed locals would have
filled the Oval. But Braided
Hair’s pleas fell mostly on
deaf ears; fewer than 30 students stopped to listen.

A philosophical problem for
you to ponder (if you are understandably uninterested, please
direct your attention to the crossword puzzle conveniently located
on the adjacent page): The Ship
of Theseus, according to the everreliable Wikipedia, is “a paradox
that raises the question of whether an object which has had all its
component parts replaced remains
fundamentally the same object.”
In a more expanded form, it
relates to personal identity and
the ambiguities surrounding “the
self,” but since I am not intelligent enough to fully understand
this extrapolation, I will give you
a simple example.
Say you buy a new car. As time
marches relentlessly forward, you
are forced to gradually replace certain dysfunctional parts, including
the engine, tires, carburetor, etc.
At what point, if ever, does your
car cease to be the same car you
bought so many years ago? When
all of the parts are different from
the original? When one part is?
When the majority is?
And at what point, after interchanging so many members of
a band, does that band become a
new entity, so fundamentally dissimilar from the original that it can
no longer fairly represent it?
Take, for instance, the brazenly

The Northern Cheyenne
Tribe tried to make a stand
in 2002 when it sued to keep
the federal coal tracts from
going to the state. Tribal
leaders dropped the suit after reaching an agreement
addressing cultural, environmental and hiring issues. But
Braided Hair said the trade
forced the compromise of his
people’s traditional values
for economic gain.
Unfortunately, the Land
Board may put Montanans
in a similar compromise,
trading higher values for
economic gain. Especially
since one member, Gov.
Brian Schweitzer, is a selfproclaimed coal proponent.
The Otter Creek tracts
are trust land, meaning the
land board decides how
to get the state’s best buck
for the land’s bang. But the
bang shouldn’t be from mine
blasting. Strip-mining Otter
Creek’s coal is not the best
way to generate money for

several reasons.
The biggest reason is
environmental. All
the
plants, animals and pristine
places – the collateral damage of strip-mining – will
be scraped aside to dig for
what’s far below. It will never be the same, but the steep
terrain and fragile geology
has scientists questioning
whether the site can even
be reclaimed to a more natural state.
The area’s geology helped
form springs and an extensive groundwater labyrinth
not far below the forest floor.
So strip mining into this area
will pollute and change the
flows, reducing the amount
of water that people depend
on all the way to the Yellowstone.
Ranchers unfortunate
enough to be in the wrong
place will have to sacrifice
their land for the construction of an otherwise useless
130-mile railroad to haul the

coal to Gillette, Wyo.
From a broader prospective, coal-burning is one of
the biggest sources of greenhouse gases. At a time when
world leaders are struggling
to reduce human contributions to climate change and
even China is going green,
fostering new coal production makes Montanans look
like selfish troglodytes.
The mining supporters’
only altruistic argument
is that the money paid for
trust land leases will support
schools, according to the
1889 Federal Enabling Act.
But state school superintendent Linda McCullough,
who sits on the land board,
clarified that “land trust
activity doesn’t automatically mean more money for
schools.” This leaves little
justification for an ill-conceived mine that a former
Montana Coal Council director claimed “would have
already been developed if it

were economical to do so.”
If that coal wasn’t there
burning a hole in the state’s
pocket, what else would the
board do with the land? It
could produce revenue in
ways that are less destructive. It could be leased for
cabin sites, grazing or green
energy production, among
other things. All these options could be pursued immediately.
The Otter Creek tracts
remain undefiled after seven
years, and the board has no
need to open it to coal now.
The state still has a budget
surplus. It should err on the
side of caution to uphold the
Montana constitutional right
to a clean and healthful environment, even for the few.
Otto Braided Hair would
appreciate that, as would
anyone facing the threat of
a strip mine in his backyard.
Keep the coal in the ground.
Let sleeping dinosaurs lie.
laura.lundquist@umontana.edu
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Can a band cover itself? Or more accurately:
Why Lynyrd Skynyrd is no longer really Lynyrd Skynyrd
By Karen! Garcia

patriotic Lynyrd Skynard – a band
catapulted to fame by their magna
opera “Free Bird” and “Sweet
Home Alabama”.
Now, I am by no means a Lynyrd
Skynyrd fan. But the other night,
my boyfriend was watching “Late
Night with Conan O’Brien” when
the guest musicians began their
performance. And while Conan,
in all of his creepy gingerness,
introduced the band as Lynyrd
Skynyrd, my
boyfriend
knew better and cried
foul.
“They
play Lynyrd
Skynyrd
songs, they
(reasonably)
sound like
Lynyrd Skynyrd, but it’s not really
Lynyrd Skynyrd,” he observed,
and he had hit the nail on the head.
What he had just inadvertently
described was a cover band – and
that is, in essence, what Lynyrd

Skynyrd has become: a glorified
cover band of itself.
The band has had 25 members
cycling in and out since its inception in 1964, with a history so convoluted that it often requires some
sort of graph to chart. Most notably, none of the original members
of Lynyrd Skynyrd participated
on the band’s most recent album,
which was released on Tuesday.
So, we have seven guys who
call thems e l v e s
Lynyrd Skynyrd. They
play Lynyrd
Skynyrd
songs. But
none of them
were actually in Lynyrd
Skynyrd until, at the very earliest, 1987, 10
years after the effective disintegration of the original band (with the
exception of one guy who played
drums from 1970 to 1971, before
they even recorded any studio al-

What it basically
boils down to
is legality
and name rights.

bums). Sounds like a cover band
to me.
What it basically boils down
to is legality and name rights. The
only difference between Lynyrd
Skynyrd and Nuthin Fancy (renowned as the most “authentic”
Lynyrd Skynyrd cover band) is
that Nuthin Fancy would get their
asses sued if they went around calling themselves Lynyrd Skynyrd.
Both groups can play “Free Bird”
with a certain degree of precision,
but neither can claim to include a
member who was present for the
initial recording of that song.
Again, for legal reasons, Axl
Rose could hire a guitarist who
dons a KFC bucket atop his head
and a drummer from Primus and
still call his band Guns N’ Roses,
even if most of us wouldn’t like to
recognize that.
I understand there is a certain
cycling of members in the music
industry (in supergroups such as
Broken Social Scene, or bassists
in Metallica), but it gets to a point
where the excessive revamping

leads to a bizarre, self-reflexive
and ultimately misrepresentative
version of the original.
As I mentioned before, I could
not care less about Lynyrd Skynyrd; they just happen to perfectly epitomize the absurdity of
this self-covering trend. What I
do care about is Islands, a band in
which the lead singer appears to
be dead-set on becoming a part of
this unintentionally post-modern
phenomenon.
I don’t know why Nick Thorburn didn’t just record the most
recent Islands album under a different name and chalk it up to one
of his over 9,000 side projects. As
it stands, I feel betrayed not only
by the uncharacteristic synthesizers and poppy melodies on the recently released “Vapours,” but by
the absence of the old members
and the presence of the new.
And I get the feeling that
Lynyrd Skynyrd, Guns N’ Roses
and Islands fans everywhere probably feel the same way.
karen.garcia@umontana.edu
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Guest Column
Explore the world with geography
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By Rick Graetz, Geography faculty

In a world that is at once torn apart by cultural and
religious differences and yet bound together by economic and resource interdependence, an undergraduate degree in geography just might make sense.
Taking courses in world cultures and studying the
geography of the non-Western world, especially Asia
and Africa, would be invaluable for a career in teaching, diplomacy or for employment in the commercial
world with enterprises conducting business on an international scale. Companies with their dealings restricted to USA borders would also find an individual
with knowledge of the planet’s physical and human
components attractive.
Add Spanish or Middle East and Central Asia
related language courses to your Geography major,
and you are well prepared to work for organizations
involved with Latin America or with the Hispanic
population in the United States, the largest and most
rapidly growing “minority” group in the nation or in
areas of Eurasia.
The Department of Geography at The University

of Montana is developing and adding new courses
that reflect the status of the world on all levels. And an
understanding of international topics is not the only
realm of learning. Analysis of environmental and social issues as well as studies in geographic information systems (GIS) an important tool in many jobs,
cartography, community and environmental planning,
water issues, human impact on landscapes, mountains and climate are among the department’s many
offerings. For those with an interest in elevation, a
mountain minor, based in Geography, is also available
allowing students a chance to study the implications
of climate change on mountain ecosystems, as well
as many other physical and cultural aspects of rising
topography.
And how does traveling to the Himalaya to measure glacier runoff characteristics and the impact
those changes will have on local population sound
for a summer vacation? Then there is the Geography
Department’s January field course in Glacier for an
outdoor learning experience.

On a more local level, Geography courses such as
Montana, Regionalism and the Rocky Mountain West
and The Crown of the Continent, providing insights
into physical, cultural and economic aspects of Montana, would be beneficial for anyone contemplating
work in state government, teaching, or with firms engaged in state-wide operations.
Overall, understanding of people and places helps
develop a greater appreciation of news and current
events and will aid and enrich your discussions of
world affairs. Also consider that a grasp of the world’s
geography is basic to responsible citizenship.
Oh by the way, geographical studies leading to an
understanding of a shrinking globe will make travel
even more interesting and help you find work for eats
and a place to sleep as you trek through the world for a
year or two after graduation! Also if you enjoy roaming Montana either in your iron chariot or over backcountry trails on foot, skis or horseback, then the wisdom you garner through physical geography courses
will add even more pleasure to your adventures!

Accuracy
Watch
The Montana Kaimin is
committed to accuracy
in its reports. If you
think the Kaimin has
committed an error of
fact, please call us at
243-2394

or

e-mail

e d i t o r @m o n t a n a k a i m i n . c o m

and let us know. If we
find a factual error, we
will correct it.
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Carmen George
Montana Kaimin
Lesson number one of my flirting class experience: I think I need some serious work.
I know I’m doing at least one thing right
though. Sexologist Lindsey Doe assures me
from the front of the room that I’ve got some
serious “sex flush” going, also known as
“giggling-so-much-you-go-red-in-the-face.”
Apparently blood gushing to my face is an
appealing and attractive thing. YES. Small
success, but I’m counting it.
As the 27-year-old Doe continued with
Flirting 101 in front of a small, packed room
of mostly University of Montana students
Wednesday night, I entertained my mind with
a few past accounts of my ridiculous behavior
with one particular member of the opposite
sex. I’ve followed steps one through five … I
think. Or wait, did I just giggle?
“We’re trying to provide people with resources and instructors who can get them information so they can reflect on themselves
and their lives,” Rachel Wanderscheid, the
manager of Birds and Bees, told me before
the flirting workshop.
I think I seriously need to reflect.
“As a clinical sexologist my role here is
to give you permission to do what you’re already doing,” Doe said after writing the five
steps people usually go through when flirting
on a whiteboard.
Sweet as she sounds, as I think about my
own current stumbling through the realm of
courtship like a seriously drunk girl, I can’t
help but wonder if she’d really grant me permission to do what I’ve been doing these past
few weeks. But I take Wanderscheid’s advice

F lirting with S

and reflect. Steps one
through five are open to
interpretation anyway,
right?
Step One: Approach.
Someone zooms in on a person they want
in a “field of eligibles” and that person begins to send repeated glances, or long sultry
(possibly creepy) stares at the object of their
heart’s desire, Doe said. The other person returns creepy-stare or short-flirty-glances and
then the initiator has about 30 seconds to get
their ass over to object-of-heart’s-desire. If
not, chances are it’ll end in chickening out
and slipping into friend-zone forever.
My reflection: instead of 30 seconds, mine
was like 30 weeks. I was finally introduced to
my certain someone after a year of working at
the same place. Wow, do I ever suck at this.
Step Two: Talk.
It’s good to point out truths to break the
ice, Doe said. Comment about anything
around you. Talk about the color of the sky,
talk about your shitty coffee, tell the other
person what color the wall is.
And if you’re like me, the first time you
hang out at your special someone’s house,
point out that you like your love interest at
least as much as your childhood celebrity
crush. Mine was Bernard the Elf from the
movie “The Santa Clause.” I believe my special someone then took his arm off my shoulder and scooted to the end of the couch.
I’m not sure if you should point out every
kind of truth, for the record.
Step Three: Swivel and Turn.
When two people are interested in each
other, they’ll slowly “swivel and turn” to
move from being side-by-side to
face-to-face, Doe
said.
I can also swivel

Dr. Lindsey Doe, a Uni

and turn! I thought to myself, yes, I did just Missoula’s only certified clinical sexologist, taug
that the first time he came over to my house to Bees sexual health collaborative. The business, lo
watch a movie. I slowly swiveled and turned 24. The flirting class was the first of a series o
from a side-by-side on the couch to a face-to- workshops are free with an $8 suggested dona
face cuddle. And then I let out a really, really
The next workshop, scheduled for Wednesd
loud fart.
nudity
or vibrators involved.”
Damn it, I might not be a very good poster
child for swivel and turn.
But what about Step Four? Touch. Please
memory, don’t let me be so worthless here.
A person can lightly touch the other, like
on the elbow, to get their attention or ask a
question, Dowe said. Girls often do weird
things to initiate touch, Doe said, like brushing lint off of a sweater or picking food out
of a beard.
Personally, I really like pointing at something out of the window and then slipping the
arm over the shoulder. I wonder if that counts
for weird or creeper-status?
As Doe rounds step four, my flirting-style
reflections are making me feel like a bad person. God I hope I remember something actually good for step five, I think to myself.
And then Step Five: Synchronization.
You start to do things in synch with each
other, like chew your food, breathe, or walk at
the same pace, Doe said.
Have I made it to step five with my certain
someone?
Right as I’m about to curl up into a corner
and cry over my special someone not breathing at the same rate as me, a beautiful image
pops into my mind: the sight of him sitting
across from me at a table on dollar sushi night
downtown, chopsticks poised, looking sheepishly at a piece of sushi I could tell he didn’t Kaimin reporters Carmen George and Mike Gerrity p

See FLIRTING, page 8

workshop, held by sexologist Lindsey Doe, was the first

Success

iversity of Montana professor who teaches human sexuality and
ght a flirting workshop on Wednesday night at her new Birds and
ocated at 1515 E. Broadway, had its grand opening Thursday, Sept.
of workshops to come each week on various sexual topics. The
ation.
day, Oct. 7, will cover how to achieve a full-body orgasm with “no

Greg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin

put their newly acquired flirting skills into practice Wednesday night. The flirting
in a series of sexual health and finesse classes held at her new studio, Birds and Bees.

www.montanakaimin.com
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Mike Gerrity
Montana Kaimin
My ability to pick up on flirting
could be just as easily summarized
with a short film of a trolley running
off a cliff. But that’s a bit gloom and
doom isn’t it? Personal stories are
much more friendly.
When I was a freshman in high
school, a really friendly, generous girl
in my drama club always gave me
rides to the nightly rehearsals. Just
coming out of middle school, I assumed that any sophomore willing to
schlep my awkward ass around town
must be the equivalent of Mother Teresa giving a leper a piggyback ride.
The night after the first show, she
suggested we take a drive up to airport hill, which in hindsight I assume
is the “lover’s lookout” in Great Falls
standards. I don’t know for sure because I never went there again afterward.
We parked the car and basically
hung out for 15 minutes of awkward
conversation. I’m told I even blurted,
“Why do people come up here, anyway?”
She then suggested, bless her heart,
that we recline the seats all the way
back. Another 10 minutes of painfully
broken silence passed.
I asked again with the most sincere
ignorance “Why DO people come up
here?”
She sighed as she put her seat back
up and turned the ignition over.
“Let’s just go.”
That has been my milestone of
flirtation failure. I didn’t know what I
hoped to achieve from Lindsey Doe’s
group session on the subject, but I had
no reason to suspect it could bring me
any lower than that.
Doe’s technique came in the most
easily digestible system my dried-out
brain can comprehend: a five-step list
of techniques meant to be followed in

a series. A path to the ultimate end of
flirtation: a phone number or a general invite to NOT go and screw myself.
In that cozy, well-painted room
at the bottom of the recently opened
sexual health collaborative for Missoula, Doe started talking about the
first general step of approach. In this
sense, approach constitutes a non-verbal exchange of glances.
This glance can be accomplished
in one of two ways, both of which I
have failed to pick up on.
The prolonged look, which I
have been advised to do many times,
makes me feel like I’m aiming to
snuff out the special someone in the
room. Maybe some guys got it. It just
makes me feel like Jack the Ripper in
high-top Chucks.
I always went with the other method of delivering repeated glances.
You know, when you keep looking
at the cute girl in the kitchen with the
weird glasses. But you decide you’re
not going to be creepy and instead
just sneak in a look every few seconds
or so to remind yourself why you’re
not going to be a total lame-ass and
talk to her.
But then, talking to a girl is a
whole other shit-show for me. The
one time I ever walked up to a strange
woman in a bar and didn’t get a look
like I was Ted-goddamn–Kaczynskiin-chains, the only thing I could come
up with was, “This drink SUCKS!”
But Doe said this is okay. Talking
about things that are surrounding, immediate and true keeps your mind on
the present, so you’re not fretting over
how you’re going to blow it.
Laughing is also a plus, she said,
as it helps draw blood to the face to
display what she calls a “sex flush.”
It’s the same thing that happens when
you get aroused, but a much less awkward place to have blood rushing to
in public, if ya know what I’m talkin’
about.
She mentioned something
about turning and swiveling, but
I think I missed that. Hopefully
Carmen caught it, but I queued
back in for the step after that:

TOUCHING! But this is a far cry
from gratuitous groping. It is more
like the perfect handshake.
“Weak handshakes really bother
me,” Doe claimed, all while discouraging the men in the room from making a point to crush the hands of cute
ladies everywhere. A nice firm handshake will work.
But if the right girl comes along
and she happens to be rocking a fistfull of rings, Doe said it may be a good
opportunity to whip out the debonair
grasp-her-forefingers-in-your-handgently-so-as-not-to-crush-her-bling
handshake. Not all girls are into that,
so use caution and check the ring. Especially if it’s an engagement ring.
Doe pointed out that a girl has a
special, non-verbal way of letting you
know that it’s not going to happen.
“If she pats you, it’s probably not a
good sign,” she said.
After a good night of bantering
back and forth, figuring out how to
get those digits is often made more
difficult with a poor choice of phrasing. Most of the group agreed one
should never say, “You should give
me your number,” which can be taken
as demeaning to the other person.
I “should,” huh? Maybe you
“should” go dive under a bus.
Instead, a more sincere “I would
like to call you sometime, if that’s
all right” would suffice. And if one
doesn’t feel like giving their number
away, being straight up feels much
better than pulling some stunt with a
fake number. At least then the other
person can feel good about not getting
bent out of shape over a phone number, which as Doe said, you probably
have plenty of already.
One girl in the group with crazy
brown hair and glasses hypothesized,
“Is it okay to not ask for the number
so you can seem more aloof?”
“Why?” Doe questioned back, “So
you can Facebook stalk them later?”
I guess it’s just not as personal as
sending 20 text messages back and
forth all night.
michael.gerrity@umontana.edu
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YAAK
From page 1
nestled in ferns and shrouded in
mists.
“I told you it was wet. It looks
like Pacific Northwest stuff,” Bass
said.
He acknowledged that the Yaak
is not the kind of place people usually consider protecting. It is the
lowest area in Montana at around
1,880 feet. Glaciers ground the
mountains down as they retreated,
so the Yaak Mountains resemble
the rounded Appalachians more
than the towering granite spires of
the nearby Cabinet Mountains.
“It’s hard to get out of the trees
in the Yaak,” Bass said.
The one way a visitor can get
out of the trees is to walk into
one of the many areas that have
been clear-cut. Gazing sternly at
a slide of a forest checker-boarded with bare polygons, Bass said
the Yaak’s remoteness made such
destruction possible. It was outof-sight, out-of-mind. For these
reasons, Bass said, the Yaak was
ignored in previous wilderness
bills. Or it was included only to
be given away as a concession to
timber interests. Because of all the
logging, conservationists said it
couldn’t be wilderness because it
wasn’t untouched.
“So when we tried to propose it
as wilderness, we weren’t starting
at zero. We were starting at less
than zero,” Bass said. “But this is a
biological wilderness, not a recreational wilderness.”
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ASUM
From page 1
while the decision was shocking, it
could still be for the best.
“It was clear that the senate
endorsed the resolution,” he said.
“What they wanted was better than
what we wanted in some ways.”
During the meeting’s closing
comments, many senators discussed the earlier debate on establishing percentage-based procedures for determining how much
money to grant student groups filing requests.
ASUM Business Manager and
chair of the Budget and Finance

Committee Jake Armstrong said
the Senate would discuss the suggestions at its next meeting and
also reminded senators to consider
the larger budget when debating
funding issues.
“We need to look inside ourselves and figure out what we
mean by fiscally responsible,”
Armstrong said. “If ASUM
groups feel slighted, I’m sorry,
that’s too bad. Everyone’s going to
feel slighted because we simply do
not have enough money to make
everyone happy.”
The meeting ended at 12:03
a.m. after six hours of debate.
jayme.fraser@umontana.edu

Study finds more gay characters on TV
Associated Press

Steel Brooks/MontanaKaimin

Montana author Rick Bass reads from his newest essay at the UC Theater
Wednesday night. Bass spoke about the Yaak wilderness as the keynote speaker
for the 33rd annual Public Land Law Conference.

The Yaak ecosystem has double
richness because of its unique climate and geology, Bass said. There
is no dominant species because the
Yaak can support so many. What is
rare in the rest of the West is common in the Yaak, Bass said. With
global climate change causing

species’ extinctions, Bass said
Yaak’s million acres are going to
be a refuge for all those species.
For this reason, it should be protected.
“The Yaak could be like a reverse kind of Noah’s Ark,” Bass
said.

laura.lundquist@umontana.edu

LOS ANGELES — The number of gay and bisexual characters
on prime-time network TV is up
slightly this season to 18 out of a
total of 600 roles, according to the
Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against
Defamation.
The increase over 2008 fell
well short of the more than twofold percentage jump in the ‘08
season compared to 2007, according to the group.
And on mainstream cable channels the number of such characters
continued to drop, slipping from a
total of 32 in 2008 to 25 this year.
The 2007 tally was 40.
Two channels that program for
gay viewers, here! and Logo, add
27 gay characters to the cable total, GLAAD said.
The 14th annual “Where
We Are on TV” report released
Wednesday found that 3 percent
of actors appearing regularly on
network drama and comedy series
in the 2009-10 season will portray
gay, lesbian or bisexual characters.
That’s up from 2.6 percent in
the 2008-09 season. In 2007-08, it
was 1.1 percent.
Only four of the 18 characters
this season are nonwhite, GLAAD

found, and there is only one lesbian, on ABC’s “Grey’s Anatomy.”
Using information provided by
ABC, CBS, Fox, NBC and CW,
the group reviewed 79 scripted series announced to air this season.
The steady increase in gay
characters is promising, as are story lines that are becoming “more
reflective of current issues affecting our lives,” GLAAD President
Jarrett Barrios said in a statement.
Fair, accurate images of gay
couples marrying, raising families and contributing to their communities help fellow Americans
“come to accept and better understand” their gay family members
and neighbors, he said.
Examples cited by GLAAD
include a gay couple marrying
on ABC’s “Brothers & Sisters”
and a gay police officer on NBC’s
“Southland” – a rare character for
a crime drama.
ABC led the networks in gay
representation, with 5 percent or
eight characters out of 160, followed by Fox with four out of 104
(4 percent).
CBS lacked a single gay or bisexual part, the report said. The
network, which has gay cast members on its reality series and daytime shows, declined comment.
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Kickball: It’s not just for kids
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Kaimin

Tyson Alger
Montana Kaimin
With the score tied and runners on first
and second, Giovanni Blood stepped up to
the plate. The bright beams from the light
banks illuminated the black sky, and down
below, all eyes were on Blood.
He stood behind the plate, donning his
reversed Notre Dame baseball cap and
cracking his knuckles, eyes focusing on the
mound, awaiting the pitcher’s delivery. When
the pitch came in, it was hard, yet smooth,
and Blood paced forward and uncoiled his
leg toward the ball. As the rubber of his shoe
missed the rubber of the ball, the crowd bellowed a collective “whoaaaaa!”
Blood had “swung” and missed in a kickball game.
“You feel like a total tool when you miss,”
he said. “You wonder how it happened. Why
it happened. You just feel really stupid. But
then you just try to have fun with it.”
Blood is a member of the Zoo Town
Killaz, a team in Le Kickball Missoula, a
recreational kickball league that plays under
the lights at McCormick Park every week.
Kickball, a sport many leave behind
in grade school, has become a Monday night
ritual for the many
Missoula citizens who
form a 16-team
league that includes
The
Turdburglars,
No Pants
Pa r t y,
B i g
Assets, Stimulus
Package, and the InBreads, which is sponsored by a local bakery.
The teams of at least
10 players each come
out to the field to

Eric Oravsky / Montana Kaimin

Brandon “Spills a lot” Hatfield of the Zoo Town Killaz kicks a fly ball to second base, which caused his team an out. “The first three innings were blow for
blow, and then it just blew up,” he said. The Killaz won 14 - 6.

drink beer, socialize and kick a 10-inch red
inflated rubber ball for an hour-long game.
“I’m loving it,” said Blood, a 25-year-old
employee at the Good Food Store. “It’s unbelievable fun.”
The Le Kickball season lasts until November, when the league championship is
decided after a playoff round. The completion of this season will mark the third full
year of the league since its inception in
2007.
Matt McQuilkin is the co-commissioner

Kaimin photo illustration

of the league along with his wife, Aimee,
who founded it after a friend from Brooklyn
told her about leagues out East. McQuilkin
said the league has evolved in three short
years.
“It’s definitely grown in size,” he
said. “It’s more efficient, more organized.
There are more teams.”
Being co-commissioner of a kickball
league in Missoula isn’t the most illustrious
title, but McQuilkin isn’t looking to impress
or to profit.
“We make no money doing
this,” he said. “But it’s a blast.
It’s a fun thing to do on a Monday night.”

While kickball is the focus, the games
turn out to be quite the spectacle.
As the Killaz took the field Monday evening, Blood chanted “MURDER MURDER
MURDER,” to which his team responded
with the chant “KILL KILL KILL.”
The Killaz starting pitcher, dressed in a
white tank top, bit into a fake blood capsule, spitting the blood up into the air and
all over his shirt before proceeding to roll
the first pitch of the game.
The team’s opponent, the Burners, had
its own quirks, playing with reggae music blasting from a boom box behind the

See KICKBALL, page 8

Jesters and Maggots: A rocky love story
Matt McLeod
Montana Kaimin
The UM men’s rugby team goes
by the nickname the Jesters, but
there are some matches its players
take very seriously.
The Tubby Thompson game is
one of them. Named after New Zealand native Rex “Tubby” Thompson, a legendary Jester coach who
guided the team to glory in its 1970s
heyday, this year’s Oct. 24 showdown against the Missoula Maggots
marks the 32nd annual meeting between the clubs.
Though the cross-town rivalry
has softened in recent years, the
Jesters haven’t forgotten the past.
How could they?
In 1976, a handful of ex-Jesters
formed the rival Maggots squad
and the two clubs have duked it out
in the Montana Rugby Union ever
since. Unfortunately for the Jesters,
they’ve been more of a punching
bag than a sparring partner.
The Maggots have overpowered
the UM club in the series, holding
a 29–3 all-time edge, including a
26-year win streak stretching from
1983 to 2007. The Jesters haven’t
won an MRU title since 1983. The
Maggots have reeled off 15 since
then.
To say that dominance fueled

Ben Coulter / Montana Kaimin

UM men’s rugby player Zac Bridges gets tackled by Spencer Veysey, left, and Jason Schmidt, right, while practicing at
Dornblaser Field on Tuesday, September 29. The rugby team played at a tournament in Coeur’d’Alene, Idaho, last weekend.

animosity would be an understatement.
As a former player and coach
of both teams, current Jester coach
Skip Hegman has spent his fair
share of time on both sides of the
trenches. He said there were years
when the heat of battle turned into
battles royale.
“Back in the late 80s and early

90s there was some definite bad
blood,” Hegman said. “Every year
the game would end in a big fistfight.”
By 1995, things had gotten so
bad that Hegman, who was coaching the Maggots at the time, decided
to jump ship back to the Jesters to
get a handle on the situation.
“The first thing I told the team

was that [the Maggots] aren’t bad
people,” Hegman said. “Since then,
we’ve been kind of like their little
brother team.”
The metaphor is appropriate. The
Maggots, mostly made up of graduated Jesters, have been bigger, stronger, faster, more experienced. For
years the Tubby Thompson matchup
looked like men versus boys.

But two years ago, something
funny happened, only it wasn’t comical for the Maggots. With a lineup
chock full of talented upperclassmen, the Jesters finally grew up,
pushing the Maggots around in a
jaw-dropping 29–10 upset.
Captain Jacob Pearson is a
fourth-year fullback who suited up
on the big day two years ago, and
said he savored the novel experience.
“We definitely went out and celebrated that one,” Pearson said. “We
just had such a good team that year,
and it was like we all knew it would
probably never happen again.”
The win stuck in the minds of all
the players, but pride hasn’t turned
the annual encounter nasty like the
old days.
The Maggots still donate $1,000
a year to the Jesters, and half of the
Maggots starting lineup is made up
of former Jesters, who don’t mind
spending quality time with their
little brothers.
“We get along pretty well, but
we kind of have to,” Pearson said.
“Rugby’s the only sport I know of
where you go out and party with the
other team after you play them. You
can’t be too big of a jerk because
you know you’ll see those guys in a
couple of hours.”
matthew.mcleod@umontana.edu
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Casy Timmons helps MMA fighter Allen Miller prepare for his fight Wednesday, Sept. 30 at the Wilma. Miller lost
the three round match with Adam Root by decision.

FLIRTING
From page 4
want to eat. But I offered another
to him to be polite, and as I popped
my own delicious piece of rock n’
roll in my mouth, he stomached
one at the same time, followed by
a long swig of ice water. Synchronization? I sure hope so.
Maybe I can get through the
five steps of flirting all right after

all, I thought to myself.
Then I remembered a text
message he sent me, and I really
started to believe that maybe, just
maybe, he really did like me after
all.
While separately watching
Tool Academy, a reality television show about the world’s shittiest boyfriends, I texted the boy of
my heart’s desire a quote from a
character on the show at the same

moment he sent that quote to my
inbox.
The text, “You’re dead, but
what’s in my pants is very much
alive,” restored my faith in my
flirting abilities.
I guess we all go through the
flirting one-through-five a little bit
differently.
Thank you Lindsey Doe. I
knew I really liked this guy.
carmen.george@umontana.edu
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KICKBALL
From page 7
backstop. It set the stage for a
talented play from the Burners’
second baseman, who simultaneously dove to catch a line drive
and avoided his beer sitting next
to him, then ran in for high fives
from his team, all the while yelling, “Light me up! Light me up!”
During the action, players
would run, duck, slide, and jump,
all in hopes of not getting hit by
the ball, which renders an out.
Some players accomplished the
task while cradling a beer in their
hands.
“You have to have your beer
two-thirds of the way down before you bat,” said Fawn Bailey,
team captain of the Killaz and
the league’s reigning “Booziest
Betsy.”
Being a three-year veteran of
Le Kickball, Bailey has honed not
only her kickball skills, but also
her banter with the other team.
“I’m a shit talker,” Bailey
said. “We played Denver last year
and I made some girl cry, mainly
because I’m smart. You have to be
smart, but you can’t just be, like,
totally mean. You have to be a little bit witty.”
Bailey noted that the crowd
gets into the games just as much as
the players.
A crowd of about 50 people
watched as the Killaz and Burners
played.
As was apparent from the way
it reacted when Blood connected
solidly with air on his aforementioned at-bat, the crowd lives and
dies with each play. And the people there also like to heckle.

“Looks like you’ve got some
experience with balls there, redhead,” one fan yelled after a play
by the Burner’s second baseman.
Also seen throughout the McCormick complex are members
of other teams walking around in
flamboyant outfits in preparation
for their games.
On the league’s MySpace page,
the advertised motto is “90 percent
fashion and 10 percent competition,” and the teams live up to that.
Teams such as Stimulus Package
have a different theme for each
game, with Monday night being
pajama day. Members of the team
were dressed in anything from
sweatpants and t-shirts to flannel
onesies and sleep masks. Other
regalia worn by teams included
swimsuits, sailor uniforms, and a
man dressed only in bright blue
biker shorts with a pair of aviators
and a mustache that would make
Tom Selleck jealous.
As for Blood, who redeemed
himself later on in the game with
several hits, he stressed that although it’s a game popularized by
kids, it’s harder than it looks.
“Seriously, it’s hard,” Blood
said. “A lot of people come in from
playing football or basketball, you
know, consider themselves athletic. It’s actually kind of hard
at first. Like, you haven’t played
kickball since second grade.”
Thankfully for Blood, he
wasn’t the one who received the
most ribbing from the crowd. A
member of the Burners took a vicious kick at a ball and sent the
rubber sphere, along with his shoe,
flying over the shortstop’s head.
Both objects disappeared into the
lights for a short moment, before
the shoe landed several feet ahead
of the ball.
“The shoe went farther than
the ball!” someone in the crowd
yelled. “Somebody corked his
foot!”
tyson.alger@umontana.edu
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CLASSIFIEDS

R AT E S
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.15 per 5-word line/day

The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. Prepayment is required. Ads may be placed at
DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-5475, email:
kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.

Off Campus
$1.25 per 5-word line/day

Lost and found ads may be placed in
the Kiosk free of charge. They can
be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.

LOST AND FOUND
Lost: Silver ring with white pearl on 9/25.
Left in GBB’s first floor women’s restroom.
Call 406-690-0787.
Lost: iPod cord between Fine Arts and Jesse
parking lot; call 829-6623
Lost: 30Gb Microsoft Zune on 9/24/09.
If found please call Aaron, 406-390-4470

FOR RENT
Weekend cabins 30 mins. from Missoula.
$44-$66/night. Rock Creek Cabins.
Call 251-6611.
Room for rent $450 flat rate (utilities
included). Month to month. Straight shot
to campus. Call John 570-5595.

HELP WANTED
Do you have a passion for teaching handson science? The spectrUM Discovery Area
is looking for YOU to join our team. Boost
your skills and build your resume, all while
inspiring Montana’s next generation of
scientists. Apply for a spectrUM internship
today! For more information Ashley.
widtfeldt@mso.umt.edu

PERSONALS
Too much to do? Enjoy efficiency in action
with the TM technique. www.tm.org Paula 207-7496
Pets deserve a smoke-free home. Quit for
your furry friend. Curry Rm 112
Counseling and Psychological Services.
Personal
counseling
appointments
available. Please call 243-4711

SERVICES
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Student disc!
Computer Central 136 East Broadway
Call 542-6540
Computer Problems? Free Diagnosis! Free
Diagnosis! Close to campus. First Call
Computer Solutions. 721-4592
DUI Defense Associates. Don’t Plead
Guilty. Call 721-3726
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